
1

Stanislaus County
Sheriff Department

Demographic Trend Analysis of

Traffic Stops, Bookings, 

& Court Prosecutions 

1996-2002



2

Starting Data
Base:

Citizen Stops

May 2001-
January 2002

N=5,775



3

Bookings
Database

1996-2002
N=156,691

1996-1999
N=35,829 1990-1999

N=124,852

Tracked 
Cases 

Database

Court 
Prosecutions 

Database



4

Sheriff Department
Citizen Stops Data

Are people of color 
disproportionately 

represented in citizen stops?
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Citizen Stops

�i Percentage of African-Americans stopped is 
representative of the residential population: 
3% vs. 2.6%.  (Table 2)

�i The proportion of Hispanics stopped is higher 
than expected compared to US Census 
counts (Table 2)
– 41% of stops vs. 31.7% in the population
– Undercount estimates of Hispanics is 5.5%
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Citizen Stops……. Cont’d

�i African-Americans are more likely to be stopped for 
non-moving violations: 
– 49% vs. 35% among whites  and 36.9% among 

Hispanics.  (Tables 4 & 5)  

�i African-Americans are more likely (70%) to be 
released with only a verbal warning than whites 
(55%)  or Hispanics (51%).  (Table 6)  

�i African-Americans are slightly more likely to be 
searched
– 15.9% vs. 12% whites and 14.6% for Hispanics  

(Table 7)
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Sheriff Department
Booking Data

1996-2002

Are people of color arrested at 
rates disproportionate to the 

population?
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Booking Data
�i From 1996 to 2002,  bookings totaled 

156,538:  
• 72,206 Felony
• 82,634 Misdemeanor
• 1,698 Infractions (Table 8)

�i The proportion of bookings by ethnicity was 
steady throughout the 7 year period (Table 9) 
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Booking Data…………….. (cont’d)

�i Hispanics are arrested at a rate proportional 
to the county population:  31.7% vs. 33.2% of 
bookings (Table 10)

�i African-Americans account for a higher than 
expected percent of arrests compared to 
population estimates   (Table 10) 
– 6.9% of arrests vs. 2.6% of residents 
– Census undercount estimate is 4.4%
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Booking Data………… cont’d

�i Occupations of bookings by ethnicity reveals:
– 39% in the skilled and  unskilled trades
– 16.4% were unemployed, AFCD, disabled or on 

SSI 

�i African-Americans were disproportionately higher 
than the population would predict among 
Unemployed, AFCD, Disability or SSI.  Lower SES is 
a known correlate of criminal and drug activity (Table 
11)

�i Analysis of criminal activity by neighborhood is 
provided in Appendix 3. 
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Tracked Cases:
Bookings to Prosecutions

1996-1999

Are people of color prosecuted at 
rates disproportionate to 

bookings and to the residential 
population?
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Tracked Cases

�i Bookings were matched to Prosecutions using:
– Booking Number
– Case Number
– Date of Birth
– Surname

�i Resulting in 35,829 matched cases: 
– 20,816 White
– 2,253 African-American
– 11,570 Hispanic  (Table 12) 
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Tracked Cases ….………… cont’d

�i Prosecution rates 
were comparable 
across ethnic 
groups (Table 12)

�i Analysis of final 
charges by initial 
charge is provided 
in Appendix 2.

39.1%Hispanics

37.5%Blacks

38.5%Whites
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Tracked Cases ….………… cont’d

�i Guilty outcomes 
were comparable 
across ethnic 
groups.  (Table 13)

�i Evaluation of 
differences  in the 
final disposition is 
analyzed by type 
of charge in 
Appendix 1.

54.4%Hispanics

55.1%Blacks

53.2%Whites
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Recommendations
and

Discussion


